Stop 8:  Restored Skylight and Laylight

NARRATOR:
Electricity was introduced in Albany in 1886—and this was one of the first public buildings in the United States to use electric lighting. In fact, when this staircase –the Great Western Staircase-- was first opened, some visitors came just to see the electric lights.

But by far the major source of light for this staircase (as well as the others) was the huge skylight above you.  Actually, the skylight is built in two sections. The textured glass structure that you see in the ceiling above you is the laylight. It softens the direct sunlight that enters from the clear glass skylight above it.

Architect Isaac Perry’s original skylight and laylight were destroyed in a fire that ravaged the building in 1911, which we’ll discuss later in the tour. They were reconstructed soon afterward, but during World War Two, the skylight and laylight  were blacked out. What was originally an open, spacious and bright stairway became dingy and unwelcoming for many years.  A recent restoration effort has returned the natural light to the Great Western staircase, bringing texture and detail to the carvings beneath it.  
