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This kit is designed to acquaint you and your students with some of the his-
tory and highlights of New York State’s Executive Mansion. The range of
activities has been designed to span grades 4-7. Select what seems appropri-
ate for your students. If you are visiting the Mansion, the kit will serve to
prepare your class for a learning experience. It contains :

• Introduction to the Executive Mansion
• Vocabulary— General and Architectural/Interior Design
• List of Governors who have occupied the Mansion
• Brief Biographies of five Governors featured on tour 
• Mansion Architecture - from c.1856 to present
• Biography Mix and Match Activity
• Extension Activities and other suggestions for pre-visit and post-visit

instruction in  order to build on tour information.

SETTING THE STAGE
Share with your students the story about Theodore Roosevelt’s family which
appears in the INTRODUCTION TO THE EXECUTIVE MANSION. Explain that
they will be learning more about the Executive Mansion and those associat-
ed with it before, during and after their tour. 

Ideally, the more pre-visit information the students have, the more valuable
the tour experience. The VOCABULARY and ARCHITECTURE SECTION will
provide you and your students with some helpful background information.       

OVERVIEW OF TOUR & LESSON
• The tour will focus on three key periods in the mansion’s history: the

Victorian era, the 1920s to the mid 30s, and the 1960s to the present.
• As students move through the house, they will progress chronological-

ly through these three time periods.
• Students will learn about some of the people, issues and events which

shaped public and private activities at the Executive Mansion during
those eras, and how those were linked to a larger cultural and histori-
cal context. Through the use of artifacts, furnishings and art, along
with other visual and written evidence, students will investigate and
interpret the mansion’s significance.



OBJECTIVES FOR STUDENTS
• To learn about some of the key governors and events related to the

New York State Executive Mansion.
• To examine various sources of information related to these gover-

nors and events.
• To understand the cultural context which existed during the

Victorian era, the 1920s and 30s, and the 1960s to the present.
• To become acquainted with some of the changes in technology

from the Victorian era.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE EXECUTIVE MANSION

The family that arrived to occupy the large house on Eagle Street in Albany,
included Alice, 14; Ted, Jr. 11; Kermit, 9; Ethel, 7; Archie, 4; and Quentin,
just over a year old. They came with nurses, a maid, a truckload of baggage
and, according to one newspaper account, three guinea pigs that young Ted
had cuddled all the way up from New York City on the train. The year was
1899, and Theodore Roosevelt was assuming the office of Governor of New
York State. His children quickly made a home of the place where seven pre-
vious governors had resided since it was purchased by New York State in
1877.

They loved the big, roomy Mansion which soon came alive with the noisy
activities of the six children, and the Governor himself, who enjoyed romp-
ing with them. The Governor immediately converted the third floor billiard
room into a gymnasium.

From the three guinea pigs that Ted, Jr. had brought to Albany, the chil-
dren’s menagerie grew rapidly and after a year or so there were 22 guinea
pigs, plus rabbits, squirrels, a raccoon and a possum. They kept these pets in
the cellar under the parlor. In the winter when all the windows were shut,
there was no problem.

One spring day while entertaining guests in the parlor, Mrs. Roosevelt
noticed a strange, very strong odor. At first she thought it was fertilizer.
Then she realized the source of the smell: the children had opened the win-
dow where the zoo was maintained to give their pets some fresh air. Orders
went out quickly to move the animals elsewhere!

While not all of New York’s governors have brought such large and lively
families to the Executive Mansion, it has always been a place serving a dual
role. It has been an official site for formal receptions and ceremonies, but has
also been a home for the governor and his family. On your tour of the
Mansion you will discover more about these two roles. You will also learn
about some of the other intriguing and interesting people who have lived
and worked within its walls.
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VOCABULARY LIST

(Some of the definitions reflect usage in the context of the Mansion tour.)

administration (noun) — The officials who make up the executive branch of
government, their policies, and their ideas about how to lead the nation or
state; the length of time these officials are in office (that is, the governor’s term
in office, depending on how many times he/she is elected) 

carriage (noun) — a horse drawn vehicle 

conservation (noun) — the careful protection of an item, a building, or a living
thing from destruction

conservatory (noun) — a glass-enclosed room for growing or displaying plants;
a greenhouse

controversy (noun) —  a dispute of opposing views; quarrel

convert (verb) — transform; alter; change

cordial (adjective) — cheerful, friendly, gracious; sincerely affectionate or kind

curator (noun) — the person in charge of caring for collections in a museum,
zoo, or other place where things are organized, catalogued, and exhibited

deduce (verb) — to develop new ideas based on information already known; to
infer from general principle; infer

drawing room (noun) — short for “withdrawing room”; a room or area in a
building where visitors are officially greeted and entertained. See RECEPTION

electoral college (noun) — the group of people who cast the official votes
electing the President and Vice-President of the United States

era (noun)— a period of time which began with, or is connected to, a particular
event

etiquette (noun) — the manners, customs, and behavior required to show
respect for other people; a set of rules to be observed in social or official life

executive (adj) branch — The department of government created to enforce or
carry out the laws made by the legislative branch (law-making part) of the gov-
ernment; it includes the governor’s staff, advisors, and other experts who assist
in carrying out laws

executive (noun) — the head of this branch of government; the governor of
the state, or the president of the nation

exhibition (noun)— a public display or show of art, natural or manufactured
objects, or athletic ability

formal (adjective) — official; meant to be seen and used by the public (that is,
guests and visitors), not family members; part of a person’s job responsibilities;
based on conventional forms and rules



impetus (noun) — an impulse or incentive 

implement (noun) —  a tool or utensil used for serving 

memorabilia (noun) — souvenirs; items kept to remember a person, event, or
special time

menagerie (noun) — a group of animals; a zoo; the place where animals are
kept; a collection of wild and foreign animals kept especially for exhibition

nineteenth century (noun) — the years from 1801 to 1900

nominate (verb)— to designate, or recommend for election, an individual to a
political office or job; to propose as a candidate for election to office

novelty (noun) — something new or unusual; a small manufactured article
intended mainly for personal or household adornment

oath (noun) — a formal promise to do what one says 

parlor (noun) — a formal room in a house or apartment where guests were
greeted and entertained, which consequently contained the best furnishings;
also called the “drawing room”

polio (noun) — (Poliomyelitis)— a serious infectious viral disease that affects
muscles often resulting in paralysis

portrait (noun)— a picture, painting, or photograph of a person, usually show-
ing the face

reception (adj) area — a place in a building where guests and visitors are greet-
ed (“received”)

reception (noun) — a party with light refreshments (such as tea or punch and
cookies), usually held in honor of someone or a particular event

renovate (verb) — to restore to a former better state; repair; rebuild, clean

residence (noun) — a place where people live; a home

servant (noun) — a person who performs duties and household chores for a per-
sonal employer

suite (noun)— a group or rooms; an apartment

twentieth century (noun) — 1901-2000

Victorian (adj) period — a time period in history between approximately 1840
and WWI (1914), which corresponds to the reign of Queen Victoria of Great
Britain

ARCHITECTURAL/INTERIOR DESIGN VOCABULARY

andirons (n) — a pair of metal supports for firewood used on a hearth

beamed (ceiling) (adj) — horizontal supports are used as a decorative element

brocade (n) — a rich, oriental silk fabric with raised patterns and designs in
gold and silver



chair rail (n) — a small horizontal strip of woodwork extending the length of a
wall, set at the height of a chair back; meant to protect wall from marks that
might be caused by a chair

china closet (n) — a cabinet or cupboard used to store and/or display house-
hold china

damask (n) — a firm, lustrous fabric made with flat patterns in a satin weave on
plain-woven ground

ebony (n) — a hard, heavy wood that is dark or black in color

ebonize (adj) — to stain black in imitation of ebony

embossed (adj) — adorn, embellish; to ornament with raised work

fender (n) — a low metal frame or a screen before an open fireplace

latticed (adj) — a framework or structure of crossed wood or metal strips

leaded (glass) (adj) — pieces of glass held together with thin strips of lead
metal; often used for decoration

mahogany (n/adj) — a hard, durable yellowish brown to reddish brown wood
widely used in cabinetwork and fine finish wood

mantel (n) — a shelf above a fireplace, usually made of wood or stone

pantry (n) — a room or closet used to store food, glassware, and china 

porte cochere (n) — a roofed structure extending from the entrance of a build-
ing over an adjacent driveway and sheltering those getting in or out of vehicles

powder room (n) — a lavatory (bathroom) for women off of the main living
area of the house

sideboard (n) — a piece of dining room furniture used for serving food and hav-
ing compartments and shelves to hold articles of table service

stenciling (n) — to mark or paint a decorative pattern with a guide usually
made of a thin sheet of metal or heavy paper cut to reproduce a pattern

suite (furniture) (n) —  a set of matched furniture for a room, or a group of
rooms occupied as a unit; apartment

veranda (n) — a roofed, open gallery or portico attached to the exterior of a
building

vestibule (n) — a passage, hall, or room between the outer door and the interi-
or of a building; lobby

wainscoting (n) — a paneled wooden lining of an interior wall, usually the
lower portion

wc (also defined as water closet) (n) — bathroom

wing (n) — an extension off of the central or main part of the house
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GOVERNORS WHO HAVE OCCUPIED
THE EXECUTIVE MANSION:

Samuel J. Tilden 1875–1876
Lucius Robinson 1877–1879
Alonzo B. Cornell 1880–1882
Grover Cleveland 1883–1884
David B. Hill 1885–1891
Roswell P. Flower 1892–1894
Levi P. Morton 1895–1896
Frank S. Black 1897–1898
Theodore Roosevelt 1899–1900
Benjamin B. Odell 1901–1904
Frank W. Higgins 1905–1906
Charles E. Hughes 1907–Oct.6, 1910
Horace White Oct.6, 1910–Dec.31, 1910
John A. Dix 1911–1912
William Sulzer Jan.1, 1913–Oct.17, 1913
Martin H. Glynn Oct.17, 1913–Jan. 1915
Charles S. Whitman 1915–1918
Alfred E. Smith 1919–1920
Nathan L. Miller 1921–1922
Alfred E. Smith 1923–1928
Franklin D. Roosevelt 1929–1932
Herbert H. Lehman 1933–Dec.3, 1942
Charles Poletti Dec.3, 1942–Dec.31, 1942
Thomas E. Dewey 1943–1954
Averell Harriman 1955–1958
Nelson A. Rockefeller 1959–Dec.18, 1973
Malcolm Wilson Dec.18, 1973–Dec.31, 1974
Hugh L. Carey 1975–1982
Mario M. Cuomo 1983–1994
George E. Pataki 1995–2006
Eliot Spitzer 2007–March 17, 2008
David A. Paterson March 17, 2008–
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SAMUEL J. TILDEN

(b.1814 - d.1886)
Governor 1875-1876

The thermometer read below zero,
but the day was clear and beautiful.
The city of Albany was bustling with
people, full of anticipation for the
day’s events. Flags were flying and a
spectacular parade marched through
the city. What was the occasion for
all this excitement? It was January 1,
1875, and Samuel Tilden’s inaugural
ceremonies were being held at the
State Capitol.

In addition to these grand activities, a reception was held at the newly
rented residence on Eagle Street. A grand house, it had been built by a
prosperous Albany banker in 1857. One of the first things which Tilden did
after acquiring the mansion, was to build stables for his horses. He was an
avid horseman, and frequently rode through Albany’s Washington Park
wearing a suit made entirely of seal skin, earning him the dubious nick-
name, “Sealskin Sammy.”

Shortly after he became Governor, Tilden hosted a lavish and historic
reception at the Executive Mansion for a close friend, William Cullen
Bryant. At eighty years old, Bryant had become one of the country’s most
revered poets and, had been the editor of the New York Evening Post for fifty
years. Over one thousand invitations were sent out and it is still considered
one of the most historic receptions ever held there.

Tilden had built his reputation in politics as a leader against corruption.
Earlier in his career, as New York State Democratic Chairman, he was suc-
cessful in attacking the notorious Tweed Ring of Tammany Hall. This was a
powerful, political organization which controlled politics in New York City
and the state. Later, as Governor of New York, he continued to attack
political corruption.



In 1876, he became the Democratic party’s candidate for President at the convention
which took place in St. Louis. Since it was not customary for the contenders for the nom-
ination to attend, Tilden had a telegraph line installed in the Executive Chamber at the
Capitol so that he could follow the events of the convention. On the day of the nomina-
tion, Tilden stayed at the Executive Mansion all day while reports were relayed from the
Capitol by messenger boys. Finally, at 9:30 pm, he was informed that he had received his
party’s nomination. As news of this event spread, the streets of Albany soon swelled with
people celebrating with bonfires and brass bands.

What happened next brought his career to a disappointing end. Although he won the
popular vote by approximately 250,000 votes, he lost the election to Rutherford B. Hayes
by a single electoral vote. At the end of his term as governor, he retired from public serv-
ice.  He did make one last contribution to benefit the public by bequeathing the bulk of
his fortune for the formation of a public library in New York City.



GROVER CLEVELAND

(b.1837 - d.1908)
Governor 1883-1884

Grover Cleveland was the son of a clergyman who,
growing up, always had to share with his eight broth-
ers and sisters, struggling along on their father’s mod-
est salary. He was prevented from attending college by
his father’s untimely death. All of these may have
been reasons why he developed the determination to
teach himself law, pass the bar exam, then make one
of the fastest rises in the history of politics.  He
became first, Mayor of Buffalo, then, Governor of
New York State, and finally, President of the United
States, in the space of four years. Along the way, he
developed a reputation for scrupulous honesty.

When he arrived at the Executive Mansion, he was a bachelor, and was used to living
modestly. At his inauguration, he gave orders there was to be no parade or fanfare of any
kind. Walking back and forth to work between the Mansion and the Capitol, he became
a common sight to those in the Mansion Neighborhood. He entertained little, but did
eventually invite his sister to serve as hostess for the Mansion. At the time, she was con-
sidered very modern, shocking some of the older Albanians because her skirts “were up to
the top of her boots, and her hair was cut short!”

By his second year as Governor, he was already being encouraged to run for President.
After he was nominated, a formal reception took place in the parlor of the Mansion on
July 25, 1884. Dignitaries arrived in a procession of twenty-five carriages to listen to the
speeches of notification and acceptance. One special person among those guests that day
at the Mansion was Cleveland’s former law partner’s daughter, Frances Folsom, who later
married Cleveland at the White House.

Cleveland won the election by a narrow margin and resigned as governor to begin his
first term as President. He narrowly lost re-election in 1888 to Benjamin Harrison, win-
ning the popular vote, but losing the electoral vote. However, for the first and only time
in American history, Cleveland succeeded in being re-elected for a second term in 1892
after having been defeated.



THEODORE ROOSEVELT

(b.1858 - d.1919)
Governor 1899-1900

Late one night, a horse and carriage raced through the
city streets of New York. A small, sickly boy sat close
to his father, holding on as they turned each corner.
His father was searching desperately for a remedy to
relieve his son’s asthma. He reasoned that the high
speed ride might force air into his son’s lungs. Some
nights, the child would be propped up on pillows in
bed. Other times, he would walk for hours and hours.
His father even had him puff on a cigar in the belief
that it might get his lungs to work.

After such a frail beginning, it’s amazing that
Theodore Roosevelt grew up to be the rugged outdoorsman, accomplished hunter, leader
of a troop of soldiers called the Rough Riders, the Governor of New York State, the Vice-
President, and later, the President of the United States!

Teddy’s ill health may have contributed to the time he spent as a child exploring the nat-
ural world of birds and animals. He filled notebooks with discoveries and observations,
and much to his mother’s displeasure, brought home all kinds of creatures. He even
learned how to stuff them, creating a kind of Museum of Natural History in the attic. He
carried this interest in nature with him always, studying science at Harvard University
and supporting the preservation of natural resources throughout his political career.

For all of his childhood ailments, or perhaps because of them, Teddy Roosevelt grew up to
be a dynamic, outgoing individual with a zest for life. After graduation from Harvard, he
married Alice Lee and began building a home he called “Leeholm” in Oyster Bay on
Long Island. He also attended Columbia School of Law. Together they had a daughter,
but not long after, Alice died. Roosevelt later married Edith Kermit Carrow, and renamed
the house “Sagamore Hill.”  This became home to his daughter and five more children
from his second marriage.

By the time he became Governor of New York in 1898, he had served as a New York
State Assemblyman, a United States Civil Service Commissioner, President of the New
York City Police Board, and Assistant Secretary of the Navy. As Governor, he was fre-
quently at odds with his own party, due to his activist, independent style. Although his
term as Governor was only two years, Roosevelt was able to do much to preserve New
York’s natural resources before leaving for Washington.



FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT

(b.1882 - d.1945)
Governor 1928-1932

At nine years old, in 1901, Franklin Roosevelt proba-
bly never imagined that he would grow up to so close-
ly follow in his cousin’s footsteps. This was the year
that Theodore Roosevelt became President of the
United States, and in the years that followed, Franklin
would begin to build a political career that was very
much like that of his famous relative. Like his cousin,
he was an outgoing, ambitious young man, born into a
well-to-do family, and he attended some of the same
schools. Although Teddy was a Republican and
Franklin a Democrat, they held many of the same jobs,
including Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

He married a distant cousin, Eleanor, and soon had a large and active family of five chil-
dren. By the summer of 1921, when he was 39 years old, he was well on his way to build-
ing a successful career in politics. However, something happened which was to change
the way he thought about politics and the people he served.

That summer, he visited a Boy Scout camp for disadvantaged youth. It was a wonderful
day during which he spent time with many of the campers. When he left, however, he
took with him a strange virus which soon spread throughout his entire body. Although it
started with a feeling of being extremely tired, with aches and fever, within a few days, he
was completely paralyzed. He had contracted Polio. Every child is now immunized against
that disease, but at that time, little was understood about this crippling illness.

Nearly everyone assumed Franklin’s political career was over. Everyone, that is, except his
wife Eleanor, who could not bear to see him give up his ambitions. She encouraged him
to exercise and seek therapy to regain his strength and ability to walk again.

In time, Franklin was able to adjust to his disability and reenter politics, though he came
back to it with a new understanding of what it meant to suffer. With the help of Eleanor,
who often stood in for him for speaking engagements and other duties, he ran successfully
for Governor. Within a short time after his election he was called upon to meet a new
challenge which involved widespread suffering — the great Depression. Many of the pro-
grams which he implemented in New York later became models for programs he initiated
for the entire country as President. He influenced every American as he guided the
country through World War II and became a role model for people who faced struggles of
any kind.



NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER

(b.1908 - d.1978)
Governor 1959-1973

Nelson Rockefeller grew up like few other children.
Certainly his family was wealthy. (His grandfather
had founded Standard Oil Company.)  He was a
bright child, but had a learning disability, dyslexia,
which caused him some difficulty. However, what
made his childhood unusual was that he was con-
stantly surrounded by some of the world’s finest art.

His mother was a great collector, especially of mod-
ern art. In fact, she and some of her friends founded
the Museum of Modern Art in New York City.
Nelson, too, developed a deep love for art. By the

time he graduated from Dartmouth College in 1930, where he had been president of the
art club, he was an enthusiastic supporter of the arts. That same year, he married Mary
Todhunter Clark in Philadelphia. Around that time, he began collecting art himself, in
order to decorate their apartment in New York.

In 1931, Nelson went to work for his father as head of an art advisory committee, made
up of art and museum experts, for the newly constructed Rockefeller Center. At about
the same time, he also joined the board of trustees for the Museum of Modern Art.

Over the next 25 years, he was active in government at local, state and federal levels,
often helping to support programs for the arts. By the time he became Governor of New
York State in 1959, he had served as the Coordinator for Inter-American Affairs,
Assistant Secretary of State, Chair of the President’s Committee on Government
Reorganization, Undersecretary of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
and Special Assistant to the President of Foreign Affairs.

When the Rockefellers came to the Executive Mansion, they transformed the old house
on Eagle Street into a showcase for part of Nelson’s large art collection, including many
pieces of modern art. As Governor, Rockefeller launched numerous projects for support
for the arts, as well as education, expansion of highways and transportation, and water
pollution control. The construction of a new government complex, the Empire State
Plaza, was also undertaken during this time.

Nelson Rockefeller spent 15 years in the Executive Mansion, the longest administration
to date, except for the state’s first governor, George Clinton. 

Although he retired to private life in 1973, he was called back to public service 8 months
later when he was appointed Vice President of the United States by Gerald Ford.
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ARCHITECTURE — the art or science of building; specif: the art or prac-
tice of designing and building structures and esp. habitable ones.

There are many reasons why houses look the way they do:  climate, location, per-
sonal taste, economics, lifestyle.  Each section of our country has produced certain
kinds of houses, too, such as the New England saltbox house or the adobe block
house of the Southwest.  Houses built in a certain place and at a certain time period
often have similar characteristics.  Like people, houses and other buildings also
change throughout their “lives.”  These changes reflect how the building was used,
who used it, the availability of new inventions and technologies as well as changing
fashions and styles. 

The New York State Executive Mansion is a product of the Victorian era (mid to
late 19th century) and has undergone some interesting changes since it was first
built in 1856.  We are going to examine the architectural history of the Executive
Mansion and learn a little about some architectural styles popular in nineteenth
century America.  

STYLE

When we talk about the style of a house, we are describing the way the house looks.
When all the architectural elements – floor plan, roof, window shapes, brick pat-
terns – work together to create a particular look, it can be called a style. Different
styles have been introduced at different times and places throughout history.  They
often overlap one another and can vary by region. Some are so popular that they
continue to be built year after year.  The Executive Mansion has seen three changes
in architectural style:  

The first house at 138 Eagle Street was built in 1856 by an Albany businessman
named Thomas Olcott as an Italianate style house.  In the 1870s the house was ren-
ovated and expanded to a more elaborate Second Empire style by its second owner,
another businessman named Robert Johnson.  Finally, in 1887 Governor David Hill
oversaw the expansion of the house to the Queen Anne style it remains today.
Following are pictures of the house in its different styles and information about each
of them.



ITALIANATE STYLE, 1830-1880

In the nineteenth century, everything European was thought to be superior and was much imitated
by Americans. The Italianate Style is patterned after the architectural styles of Renaissance era
Italy (early 15th century). Boxy in shape,these two or three-story houses have very wide eaves lined
by large brackets which support a shallow hipped roof.  They often have a cupola or an entrance
tower.  Tall, thin first floor windows are framed with ornamental surrounds. Porches and balconies
are frequent.  Houses in this style were generally built of brick or frame covered with stucco.  The
style was so popular that it was quickly adapted to houses of all sizes and types and even to office
buildings.  These buildings were often fashioned out of cast iron and can be found in business dis-
tricts from coast to coast.



SECOND EMPIRE STYLE, 1860-1890

The Second Empire Style was imported from France, where it had been introduced during the
reign of Emperor Napoleon III, 1852 to 1871.  The buildings of this period are very elaborate and
grand and usually have the distinctive mansard roof designed by the 17th century French architect,
Francois Mansart.  This roof is tall enough to contain an attic, so it nearly always has dormers to let
in light.  The roof itself is often covered with slate roofing tiles.  The house is an imposing, two or
three-story symmetrical square block with a projecting central pavilion which often extends above
the rest of the house.  The general outline of the building is very dramatic and three dimensional.
It is very detailed, with many different colors, textures and materials. This style was used on many
large civic, state and federal buildings built during the latter part of the nineteenth century.



QUEEN ANNE STYLE, 1880-1900

The Queen Anne Style was popular in England first and then introduced into the United States in
the last quarter of the 19th century.  It often comes to mind when a “Victorian mansion” is men-
tioned.  Queen Anne style is extremely varied and decoratively rich as elements from many styles
are used to create a lively visual display.  The houses are often asymmetrical, with a variety of forms,
textures, materials and colors.  Architectural elements include towers, turrets, tall chimneys, pro-
jecting pavilions, porches, bays and encircling verandas. Exterior walls are usually a combination of
brick, stone clapboard, decorative shingles, and stucco. Color and texture are key design elements.
The style was enormously appealing in the 19th century.  Pattern books and magazines provided
floor plans, and factory-made woodcut architectural details could be ordered and transported across
the country by train.



N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  E x e c u t i v e  M a n s i o n B
IO

G
R

A
PH

Y
M

IX
&

M
A

TC
H

Read the brief biographies of the 5 featured governors and then:

• Match questions 1-10 to the correct governors, A-E.

1. Who was a Rough Rider?

2. Who used to walk to work?

3. Which Governors became President?

4. Which Governor almost became President? 

5. Who liked modern art and kept a collection at the Mansion?

6. Which Governor was paralyzed by polio?

7. Who was called “Sealskin Sammy”?

8. Who was Mayor of Buffalo before becoming Governor?

9. Which Governor helped preserve our state’s natural resources?

10. Who was appointed Vice-President by Gerald Ford?

A. Franklin D. Roosevelt

B. Nelson A. Rockefeller

C. Theodore Roosevelt

D. Samuel Tilden

E. Grover Cleveland

1.__________ 6.__________

2.__________ 7.__________

3.__________ 8.__________

4.__________ 9.__________

5.__________ 10.__________
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET
(ATTACHED)

• Bonus items are provided for critical thinking and historical analy-
sis. They may be omitted, used to challenge students, or provide an
opportunity for class discussion.

• Use as the basis for small group or individual research as an expan-
sion upon the brief biographies provided in this resource kit. Use
format to research additional governors not included in this pack-
et.

• Divide class into research groups concentrating on each of the five
governors presented. Have students present findings to entire class
(audience could compile information from presentations on blank
worksheet forms). Options for presentations: oral presentation;
posters/collages; bulletin boards; creative writing pieces.

• Instruct students to write an imaginary letter from one of the
governors presented to another, past or future (e.g. FDR to his
cousin, Teddy Roosevelt; Cleveland to Rockefeller). These could
provide advice, commentary about various events, warnings.

• More adventurous students could have FDR write to Mario
Cuomo, or Theodore Roosevelt to George Pataki, since those
recent governors have expressed admiration for these particular
predecessors.

ARCHITECTURAL ACTIVITY

• Create a “history” of various buildings in your community - the
school, student’s homes, businesses. Make a list of changes that
occurred in that building’s “lifetime.” Students may need to use
local historical societies, county archives, area historians (contact
your local government offices to determine the name and num-
ber), as well as interview owners, neighbors, past inhabitants. This
is a good primary source activity including oral history.

• An alternate way of doing the above activity:  Select an appropri-
ate building in your community. Invite the local historian and
other knowledgeable individuals to speak with your students.
Prepare several student-generated questions, perhaps to be asked by
designated class reporters. 



• Do a walking tour of an area in your community and compile a list of buildings with the archi-
tectural details presented in this packet. For instance, are there any verandas? Conservatories?
Entryways?

• The same activity can be used on the interior of community buildings. In which buildings can
you find wainscoting?  Damask?  Draperies?

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET

Directions:  Choose one of the five Governors featured in the kit and tour:  Samuel Tilden, Grover
Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, or Nelson Rockefeller. Use textbooks,
encyclopedias, materials found in the library, and other available resources to help you gather the
following information about Governors of New York State. You may use extra paper if you need it,
or write your answers in your notebook.

Governor’s  Name:________________________________________________________________

Date and Place of Birth: ___________________________________________________________

Education:
• What schools did he attend?______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

• Did he go to college?______ Where?_______________________________________________

• What subjects did he study? ______________________________________________________

• Did he graduate?______ Year:________________

BONUS: List 12 important events that took place in New York State, the United States, or the
world between the time that this man was born and the year in which he turned YOUR age.
Include the year of each event and why you believe it is important. Write your answers on extra
paper.

Personal Life:  
• What physical problems did this man have as a child or as an adult?  

How did they affect his attitude about life?
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

• Was he married?______ His wife’s name:____________________________________________

Date of marriage:__________________

List of names and birthdates of their children:
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

• Favorite hobbies, sports, or leisure activities:_________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



Professional Life:
• List the kind of jobs he did to earn money when he was young:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

• Name any other positions in government (either elected or appointed) he held before
becoming governor of
NYS: ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

• Years as governor:__________________________________

Age when he first became governor:___________________

Age when he left office:_____________________________

• What special problems did he have to solve as
governor?_________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

BONUS: List 5-10 important events that took place in the U.S. while he was governor.

• Sometimes governors have “pet projects” - special interests that they want to work on or be
remembered for. What “pet projects” did this governor have?

_____________________________________________________________________________

• List the job(s) this man had after he left the governor’s office:

_____________________________________________________________________________

BONUS: What does this tell you about the importance of the governor’s job in New York
State?  What information (evidence) did you use to come up with your answer?

• Date of death:_________________ Age at death:__________

• What reminders do we have of this man in New York State or the United States today?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

BONUS: In your own words, write a definition of the word “legacy.”
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The New York State Executive Mansion Today 
 
 
 

 
The Executive Mansion continues to make history and evolve in the 
twenty-first century. “Greening the Mansion” (begun by former First 
Lady Silda Wall Spitzer) is an ongoing project at the Governor’s Man-
sion to reduce energy use, transition the building to clean, renewable 
energy sources, and develop sustainable practices in maintaining the 
grounds and operations. First Lady Michelle Paige Paterson continues 
to support the greening initiative. In 2008, she unveiled the first in-
stallation of solar panels at the Governor’s Mansion, a significant step 
toward reducing the Mansion’s energy consumption and pollution. 
The panels were placed on the Rockefeller Pool House and are al-
ready providing energy for the Mansion’s upkeep.  

Other, more substantial changes are also underway at the Executive 
Mansion. A second installation of solar panels will be placed on the 
new carport. Other highlights of the plan include: 

• Ecologically Sound Maintenance: The Mansion is phasing in the 
use of non-toxic cleaning products, organic pest control, mulching 
lawnmowers that recycle grass clippings in place, extensive recycling, 
and composting. 

• Green Equipment: The Mansion staff has begun to use hybrid 
electric vehicles. Electric lawnmowers and lawn maintenance equip-
ment will also be used to reduce gasoline emissions. (Electric equip-
ment can plug into the solar carport for power.) 

• Local and Organic Food: In 2007, the Mansion began purchasing 
New York–grown, and preferably organic produce to the greatest ex-
tent possible. The Mansion also purchases from a local food co-op, 
and joined a local Community Supported Agriculture (CSA), which 
allows consumers to buy a share in a farm and receive fresh local or-
ganic produce when it is harvested. 

The “Greening the Mansion” project is a model for all New York State 
homeowners. It demonstrates ways in which New Yorkers can adapt 
their homes to make them environmentally friendly. Following are 
some simple greening tips that everyone can use at home. 
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