Stop 6:  The Legislative Process

NARRATOR:
New York has a bicameral legislature – meaning there are two distinct chambers: the Senate and the Assembly.  62 Senators and 150 Assembly members represent the people of New York.  A bill may be introduced by a member of either the Assembly or the Senate – where it is first referred to a standing committee in the house of origin.  That committee may conduct public hearings on the matter, hold the bill for consideration, defeat the measure, or report it out to the body as a whole. If reported out of committee, the bill has a second and third reading in its house of origin where it can be laid aside, or amended before it goes to a final vote. If passed by the original house, the bill then goes to the other house where it is treated as a new bill and the whole process is repeated. 

Only those bills passed by both the Assembly and the Senate are sent to the Governor – who can either veto the bill or sign it into law.  It takes two-thirds of each house of the legislature to override the Governor’s veto.

