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GOVERNOR PATERSON ANNOUNCES JOINT-AGENCY WIND TECHNOLOGY PILOT PROJECT, STRENGTHENING NEW YORK’S COMMITMENT TO CLEAN ENERGY INITIATIVES 
Project Will Test Feasibility of Capturing Roof Top Wind Testing Scheduled for Albany’s Corning Tower
Governor David A. Paterson announced a joint-agency pilot project to test the use of urban wind technology atop the 41-story Corning Tower at the Empire State Plaza in Albany. This project will test the viability of capturing the power of wind through equipment installed on roof tops to provide supplemental electricity for the State’s ongoing energy needs. Under the project, Governor Paterson has asked the New York State Office of General Services (OGS) and the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) to install a 1.5-kilowatt wind turbine on the roof of the Corning Tower. 

“New York State has long been a leader in the development and use of renewable energy technologies,” Governor Paterson said. “The advancement of new, innovative projects such as this wind demonstration pilot project could help New York move towards cleaner energy solutions. New York State is working on demonstrating the feasibility of urban wind projects for generating clean energy at its own facilities, which could reduce energy purchases and reduce New York’s carbon footprint.”

Throughout this project, NYSERDA will be gathering real-time performance data involving micro-turbines in an urban environment. This research will focus on studying the impact of venue specific variables such as turbulence and ground-drag and their resulting impact on efficiency. 

OGS Commissioner John Egan said: “The 588-foot Corning Tower is the tallest building between New York City and Adirondack Mountains.  It has unique physical properties and thermal currents that are conducive to capturing the clean, sustainable power of the wind. Once the wheel starts to whirl, we will begin producing our own energy.”

Francis J. Murray, President and CEO of NYSERDA, said: “Under the leadership of Governor Paterson, New York State is making the investments necessary to build an economy based upon innovation and clean energy technologies. Harnessing the power of the wind in an urban setting could provide us with yet another way to expand the State’s renewable energy resources, create thousands of ‘green collar’ jobs, reduce our dependence on foreign oil and address global climate change.”   

Paul DeCotis, Deputy Secretary for Energy, said: “Governor Paterson is positioning New York to be a national leader in a clean energy economy. New York is aggressively moving forward to create a ‘best in class’ clean energy agenda by promoting the research and development, deployment and commercialization of energy efficiency and cutting edge renewable technologies. This coupled with investment in energy generation, transmission and distribution systems will enable businesses to grow in New York, and also create the innovation economy of the future.”    

OGS’s installation of the Swift Wind Turbine occurred on January 22, 2009. The technology, developed jointly by Cascade Engineering of Michigan and Renewable Devices of Scotland, features a safe, clean energy source. This is the first Swift Wind Turbine to be installed in New York and the first time any government entity has utilized the wind turbine on a government building. This turbine has generated clean energy for homeowners, community groups and commercial customers for over four years. Unique technologies led to the filing of five international patents, which allow the turbine system to offer:

· Quiet, vibration-free rooftop operation; 

· Simple installation; 

· Safe, efficient and autonomous operation; 

· Visually appealing design; and 

· Sustain, harm neutral design – allowing the Swift turbine to become carbon and energy positive within a few years. 

OGS has funded the $12,000 turbine as part of its $73.5 million capital program. Data collected from what is believed to be the State’s first time, high-rise demonstration project will enable OGS and NYSERDA to determine the economic feasibility of the project on a larger scale. Of particular interest is the supplemental effect that three existing 200-horsepower exhaust fans, located on the roof of the Corning Tower, will have on the turbine’s minimum output. 

The Swift turbine was mounted on an aluminum mast with a minimum blade-roof clearance of approximately two feet. It is usually mounted at the highest point of a roof, in a position which benefits from maximum prevailing wind, but it will work effectively in almost any location at wind speeds as low as eight miles per hour. 

Governor Paterson has called upon state agencies to pursue the use of sustainable energy technologies to combine energy and environmental benefits while pursuing associated economic benefits of green technology. Additionally, Governor Paterson unveiled a “45 by 15” clean energy plan in his State of the State address, which calls for New York to meet 45 percent of its electricity needs through improved energy efficiency and clean renewable energy by 2015 – one of the most ambitious clean energy goals in the country.

High Resolutions Images of the Wind Turbine are available at: http://mediaimages.ny.gov/c/executivechamber/gallery-show/G0000RQunTp.B4Jg with password: “paterson.” Use of these photos does not require attribution, however, outlets wishing to attribute the photos may do so by crediting “Mike Joyce/NYS Office of General Services.”

