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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Friday, February 27, 2009
OGS TO HOST 29th ANNUAL MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS PERFORMANCES

New York State Office of General Services (OGS) Commissioner John C. Egan today announced that the agency will host “Music in Our Schools Month” during the month of March at the Empire State Plaza.  The event is coordinated by the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) and features student musical groups from over 50 school districts across New York for daily performances. They will take place daily from 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. on the Plaza’s South Concourse.

The NYSSMA is the professional organization for school music teachers and programs that evaluates student musicians from elementary school to high school and provides in-service opportunities for school music teachers. This year marks the 29th year for the Albany musical extravaganza and will feature vocal groups, concert and jazz bands, string ensembles and orchestras, and a hand bell choir.

“We are pleased to once again host the music and songs that serve as the harbinger of spring in Albany,” Commissioner Egan said. “For over three decades the best and brightest musical performers from across the state have shared their talents with us. We are looking forward to this year’s schedule.” 
“Music in Our Schools Month is a national celebration that actually began in New York State in 1973” according to Dr. Steven E. Schopp, NYSSMA Executive Director. “The feedback that we receive from the school bands, choruses and orchestras that perform in Albany each spring is truly outstanding!  Students have the opportunity to visit our state capitol, often performing for their legislators and touring the legislative chambers.” 
Among the highlights of this event is a special musical treat that is scheduled for noon on Monday, March 9th when NYSSMA’s All State Jazz and Vocal Ensembles performs. 
ALL PERFORMANCES WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SOUTH CONCOURSE
Monday – March 2, 2009


11:30 am – South Glens Falls High School Chamber Strings (Warren County)

12:25 pm – South Seneca Elementary Swing Choir (Seneca County)
1:15 pm – Clarkstown High School South Chamber Orchestra/Chorus
      (Rockland  County)
Tuesday – March 3, 2009


11:30 am – Guilderland HS Mixed Choir/Women’s Choir (Albany County)

12:25 pm – Schuylerville Women’s Select Choir (Saratoga County)
Monday – March 9, 2009 – NYSSMA DAY IN ALBANY

11:30 am – All-State Vocal Jazz/Instrumental Jazz Performance

Tuesday – March 10, 2009


11:30 am – Suffolk County All-County Vocal Jazz Ensemble


12:25 pm – Suffolk County All-County Instrumental Jazz Ensemble

Wednesday – March 11, 2009


11:30 am – Heritage Jr. High School HJH “Highlights” – Newburgh City Schools
        (Orange County)

12:25 pm – Middleburgh High School Choir (Schoharie County)

  1:15 pm - Connetquot Elementary Choir – East Islip UFSD (Suffolk County)
Thursday – March12, 2009        

11:30 am – Cazenovia Middle School Chorus (Madison County)

11:55 am – Rhinebeck High School Men’s Ensemble/Women’s Choir 
        (Dutchess County)

12:40 pm – Joseph F. Lamb Chorus – Brooklyn School 22 (Kings County)

  1:15 pm – Marlboro Middle School Jazz Ensemble (Ulster County)
Friday – March 13, 2009


11:30 am – Galway High School Band (Saratoga County)

12:25 pm – North Warren Jr./Sr. High Band (Warren County)

  1:15 pm – Peru Middle School Chorus (Clinton County)
Monday – March 16, 2009 

11:30 am – Sherburne-Earlville Middle School Band (Chenango County)

12:15 pm – Greenwood Lake Middle School Chorus (Orange County)

  1:15 pm - Jackson Main Elementary Chorus – Hempstead UFSD
       (Nassau County)
Tuesday – March 17, 2009


11:30 am – Fort Plain High School Jazz Band (Montgomery County)

12:25 pm – Shenendehowa Middle School Chorus/Jazz Band (Saratoga County)

  1:15 pm – Long Island City High School Concert Choir/Concert Band
        (Queens County)
Wednesday – March 18, 2009


11:30 am – Beaver River Choraleers (Lewis County)

12:15 pm – Calcium Primary School Handbells – Indian River CSD 

        (Hamilton County)

12:30 pm – Gardner-Dickson 6-8 Chorus/Band – Wynantskill UFSD 


        (Rensselaer County)

  1:15 pm – Liberty Middle School Band/Jazz Ensemble (Sullivan County)
Thursday – March 19, 2009 


11:30 am – Canajoharie Middle School Chorus (Montgomery County)

12:00 pm – Mexico Middle School Band/Jazz Ensemble (Oswego County)

12:30 pm – DeWitt Middle School Choir – Ithaca City Schools (Tompkins County)

  1:15 pm – Nanuet High School Jazz Band/Select Chorus (Rockland County)
Friday – March 20, 2009


11:30 am – East Middle School Chorus/Orchestra/Band – Brentwood UFSD


        (Suffolk County)

12:25 pm – RJK Middle School/Monticello High School Women’s Chorus – 
         Monticello CSD (Sullivan County)

  1:15 pm – Meyer Levin Intermediate School 285 Chorus – CSD 18 Reg. 6 NYC


         (New York County)
Monday – March 23, 2009


11:30 am – Birchwood Elementary Chorus/Chorus – Niskayuna CSD  

        (Schenectady County)

12:00 pm – Farnsworth Middle School Chorus – Guilderland CSD 

        (Albany County)
12:30 pm – Sachem High School East String Ensemble (Suffolk County)
  1:15 pm – Ann M. Dorner Middle School Vocal Jazz – Ossining UFSD 

        (Westchester County)
Tuesday – March 24, 2009

11:30 am – Robert Moses Middle School Chorus/Jazz Band – N. Babylon UFSD

        (Suffolk County)
12:05 pm – Liberty Elementary Chorus – Nyack Public Schools 

                   (Rockland County)
12:40 pm – Bennett Park Montessori String Orchestra – Buffalo Public Schools 

         (Erie County)
  1:15 pm – Shore Road Intermediate Center Orchestra/Band – Bellmore UFSD

         (Nassau County)
Wednesday – March 25, 2009


11:30 am – Dutch Broadway School String Ensemble – Elmont UFSD
        (Nassau County)

12:25 pm – Eastview Middle School Chorus/Band – White Plains CSD


         (Westchester County)

  1:15 pm – Salmon River High School Band (Franklin County)
Thursday – March 26, 2009


11:30 am – Taconic Hills High School Choir (Columbia County)

12:25 pm – Louis M. Klein MS Jazz Band – Harrison CSD


         (Westchester County)

  1:15 pm – Long Branch Elementary Chorus/Band – Liverpool CSD


         (Onondaga County)
Friday – March 27, 2009


11:30 am – Strough Middle School Band – Rome City Schools (Oneida County)

12:25 pm – VanAntwerp Middle School Chorus – Niskayuna CSD 
        (Schenectady County)

  1:15 pm – Granville Jr./Sr. High Jazz Ensemble (Washington County)
Monday – March 30, 2009


11:30 am – Chazy Central Middle School Band/Chorus (Clinton County)
12:25 pm – Farnsworth Middle School Band/Jazz Ensemble – Guilderland CSD

         (Albany County)
  1:15 pm – Fonda-Fultonville High School Chorus (Montgomery County)
Tuesday – March 31, 2009


11:30 am – Dorothy Nolan Elementary Chorus – Saratoga Springs City Schools


         (Saratoga County)

12:15 pm – VanAntwerp Middle School Chamber Strings – Niskayuna CSD


         Iroquois Middle School Chamber Strings – Niskayuna CSD


          (Schenectady County)

  1:15 pm – Seaford Public Schools Middle School Jazz Band/High School 
         Jazz Band (Nassau County)
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