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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:     
Friday, January 9, 2009
OGS HOSTS CELEBRATION OF THE LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

New York Governor David A. Paterson and State Office of General Services (OGS) Commissioner John C. Egan today announced that the state’s Memorial Observance of the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King will be held at 9 a.m. on January 19, 2009 at the Empire State Plaza Convention Center. The annual memorial provides time for reflection and celebration on the 80th anniversary of Dr. King’s birth.  
The featured speaker for this year’s celebration will be Dr. L. Oliver Robinson, the Superintendant of the Shenendehowa Central School District in Clifton Park (Saratoga County). Other speakers include OGS Commissioner Egan, Galen D. Kirkland, Commissioner of the State Division of Human Rights and Albany Mayor Jerry Jennings.   
“Each year we come together to honor the inspiration and legacy Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. bestowed on all New Yorkers, Governor Paterson said. “This year is special due to the historic events taking place in Washington D.C. and right here in Albany. This celebration provides a timely reminder of Dr. King’s commitment to social change and vision where peace and racial harmony prevail.”
“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. saw promise rather than prejudice while inspiring people of all races and religions,” Commissioner Egan said. “OGS is pleased to again present this wonderful event with our state agency partners so that we may pay tribute to Dr. King.”  
Also featured will be music, prayer and performances by the student performers from Averill Park High School, Troy High School (Rensselaer County); Albany Academy, and Sand Creek Middle School (Albany County). Musical tributes will be provided by choirs and soloists from churches around the Capital District.      

Following the Memorial Observance, the “Beloved Community March" will begin at the Plaza Concourse Entrance on Madison Avenue. The march will conclude at the King Monument in Lincoln Park with a Wreath Laying Ceremony.

Other highlights of the observance include presentations on the impact of Dr. King, music and dance performances, video moments and the reading of an entry from the annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. fine arts and essay exhibit. The exhibit will be set up on the concourse and this year features more than 1,000 student entries from more than 150 schools around the state. The art work is based on one or more of Dr. King’s six principles and six steps of nonviolence and the essays are about ways youngsters can celebrate his birthday all year long.   
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2009 New York State Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Memorial Observance

Monday, January 19, 2009

9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Convention Center, Empire State Plaza, Albany

Featuring Interfaith Prayers
Kids for King Showcase, Children’s Art Display, 

Volunteer Fair, And Price Chopper Commemorative Cake 

Musical Groups
Mount Olive Missionary Southern Baptist Church Male Chorus

Averill Park High School Chamber Orchestra presents, Selections from “Danzas de Panama” by William Grant Still
Soloist Ricky Brown of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church 
The UAlbany Chamber Singers and the Guilderland High School 
Chamber Choir Tribute to Mrs. Coretta Scott and Yolanda King, “I Dream a World” by Langston Hughes
Capital District Community Voices of Praise, Under the direction of Dennis Edney

“Keepers of the Dream” student presentations 
Dramatic Presentation

“The Dream Continues…” by Too Deep Entertainment 
Featured Speaker:

“The Dreams and Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: Deferral Does Not Mean Denial” 

 Dr. L. Oliver Robinson, Superintendent, Shenendehowa Central School District, Clifton Park 

Dr. King – A Historic Overview 

Reverend Leonard D.  Comithier, Jr., President, Albany African American Clergy United for Empowerment, and Pastor, Macedonia Baptist Church, Albany  

Dance Presentation

Umoja African Dance and Drumming, Hamilton Hill Arts Center, Schenectady

Step Tribute to Brother Dr. King

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Albany Chapter
“Beloved Community” March & Wreath Laying Ceremony

Please join us for a community march commemorating Dr. King’s “80th Birthday” 
March ends at the Dr. King Memorial in Lincoln Park, Albany.  
For more information call (518) 486-9866 or visit www.nyking.org
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