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RETURNS TO WESTERN NEW YORK

New York State Office General Services (OGS) Commissioner John C. Egan today announced that the portrait of Major General William J. Donovan, which hung for 44 years in the Donovan State Office Building named in honor of the Buffalo native, is now on display at the Buffalo and Erie County Naval and Military Park.     

The painting, by artist Thomas E. Stevens, was cleaned, preserved, and safely stored in Albany since the Donovan Building closed in 2006.  OGS, the Paterson Administration’s agency responsible for protecting and preserving the portrait, serves as the public steward of valuable artwork, sculptures, and pieces of historical significance.  In addition, OGS maintains more than 50 facilities across the state, including the Walter Mahoney State Office Building in Buffalo, the State Capitol, and the Governor’s Mansion.

The painting’s return to Western New York is the result of an agreement between the state and the Naval and Military Park, facilitated through the advocacy of State Assemblymen Sam Hoyt and Marc Schroeder.  

“Our nation’s history is rich because of the contributions of great New Yorkers like General Donovan,” said Commissioner Egan.  “Through this cooperative project, we are sharing history and ensuring that the contributions of those who are no longer with us are remembered.  The portrait will show children visiting the park that those who accomplish great deeds are often born from humble beginnings.”   

Assemblyman Sam Hoyt commented, “General William Donovan is arguably one of Buffalo’s most important native sons, not just on the national stage, but the international stage, and has left his mark on history in ways that continue to be felt today. I am proud to recognize his incredible legacy and to help ensure that his accomplishments continue to be recognized and understood by generations to come.” 

Colonel Patrick J. Cunningham, US Army Retired and Executive Director of the Naval and Servicemen’s Park commented, “We are very pleased to accept these items on loan from the State of New York.  General Donovan is a very important Western New Yorker in the military history of our country, and it’s important that our visitors see the role that he has played.” 

The oil on canvas portrait measures nearly three feet wide by four feet long.   Conservation work on the 51- year old portrait was performed by the Williamstown Art Conservation Center.

General Donovan was born in Buffalo in 1883 and earned a Medal of Honor in World War I.  Later he founded, and then directed, the Office of Strategic Services, the predecessor of the Central Intelligence Agency.  Following the war, he served as an assistant to the chief American prosecutor at the Nuremberg Trials.
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