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STATE MUSEUM FILM SERIES OFFERS EXPLORATION OF WESTERN ART
Popular Weekly Series at The State Museum Opens on October 6

New York State Office of General Services (OGS) Commissioner John C. Egan today
announced the fall lunch-time film series entitled “Landmarks of Western Art” sponsored
by OGS and the New York State Museum. The films will be shown on successive
Tuesdays at noon beginning October 6 in the Huxley Theater at the New York State
Museum. Each presentation will be 50 minutes in length.

This four-part series surveys western art from the late Medieval period through the
early-nineteenth century. Invaluable works of art and architecture, and commentary
from leading art historians provide a comprehensive record of the greatest
achievements in the history of art. These videos provide a stimulating examination of
leading artists such as Giotto, Botticelli, Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Rembrandt,
Gainsborough, and many more.

During this special mid-day series attendees, are permitted to bring food and beverages
into the theater. There is no admission charge.

The series is as follows:
October 6: The Late Medieval World

During the Middle Ages, the artistic creativity of the classical world was kept alive
principally by the Catholic church. Although the great masters of Medieval Art
worked within the confines of the religious world, their art was infused with a new
sense of humanism which helped to pave the way for the Renaissance. This film
explores the influences and evolution of Medieval Art through such artists as
Giotto, Botticelli and Jan van Ecyk.



October 13: The Renaissance

The Renaissance is the remarkable story of an era in which classical techniques
and inspirations were rediscovered and reintroduced into painting, sculpture and
architecture. It was this golden age which inspired tremendous artistic creations
for both the Church and secular patrons. This film features the works of
Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Holbein and Michelangelo, and includes such
masterpieces as The Mona Lisa, The Last Supper and The Assumption.

October 20: The Baroque

The Baroque period expanded upon the Renaissance discoveries of realism and
expression through the works of artists like Velazquez, Caravaggio, and
Rembrandt. Often referred to as Neo-Classical in style, Baroque art and
architecture impressed the viewer with ornate detail on a grand scale. This film
explores religious Baroque art as well as a new-found fascination with historical
themes from Roman and Greek mythology.

October 27: Cataclysm: From Rococo to Revolution

Following the development of non-secular art in the seventeenth century, the
Rococo period ushered in the decorative role of art with a greater emphasis on
pastoral themes. Centered around the court of King Louis XVI, Rococo artists
continued to explore classical motifs in art, architecture and interior design. The
Rococo period eventually gave way to the French Revolution whose influences
are found in the works of artists like Jacques-Louis David in his iconic painting,
The Death of Marat.

For more information on the Empire State Plaza Art Collection, please call
518.473.7521 or visit www.ogs.state.ny.us.
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