This is Commissioner (John) Egan.

Thirty eight years ago, a group of visionaries realized that we each have a responsibility to renew of our collective commitment to global responsibility and environmental protection.
It is my pleasure to announce a series of New York Actions which will have a Global Impact and which reinforce Governor Paterson’s vision of making each and every day Earth Day.

The first initiative is part of a partnership between the Office of General Services and Sodexho, the operator of nine cafeterias based in the Capitol and the Empire State Plaza.  Starting immediately, we will introduce biodegradable plates, cups, and containers and replace polystyrene foam products.  Polystyrene is a product made from petroleum, and the coffee cup which was discarded yesterday – will choke our local landfills for the next 500 years.  The products which we are introducing today are made of bamboo and break down naturally over a period of six months.
In a related project, the OGS will also partner with Sodexho on a pilot composting project which will be phased in over the next few months and which will target reducing reduce the solid waste. 

Several weeks ago, the Office of General Services introduced changes to its car pooling program which now allow as few as two state employees to form a carpool to improve air quality, reduce congestion on our highways, and put a few extra dollars in the pockets of those struggling with the costs of the daily commute.  Today, we are pleased to announce that 164 new car pools have been registered and will begin parking in three OGS managed lots in downtown Albany, with 83.67 percent receiving their first choice or second choice of parking locations near their work place. 
Together these New York Actions are having Global Impacts. We’re making sure that Every day is Earth Day.  
