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Dear Ms. Phillips,

We are writing to support the EO 4 Interagency Committee on Sustainability and Green
Procurement’s proposed recommendation titled “Consideration of Chemicals in the
Development of Green Specifications.” We also are providing additional information on
some of the referenced chemicals in the attached Memorandum which summarizes
recent studies and government actions in the tast six months on Bisphenol-A, PFOA
and PBDE,

As members of the Sustainability and Green Procurement Advisory Council, we
appreciate that the Interagency Committee has moved forward on the Council's
Chemical Avoidance List recommendation which was overwhelmingly approved by the
Gouncil. This revised recommendation will ultimately help to better protect the state’s
environment and public health and appropriately implements the goals and objectives of
EO 4.

We are disappointed that the revised recommendation has taken out the Advisory

Council's recommendation languiage that the identified chemicals are to be avoided in

state procurement practices. However, we realize that the intent of the revised

recommendation is clearly avoid purchasing products, services and technologies that

contain the identified chemicals where possible. We support this revised
recommendation as it meets the goals and objectives embodied in the Advisory

~ Council's recommendation.

- We appreciate that the revised recommendation includes the following goals of EO 4:
“to reduce or eliminate the heaith and environmental risks from the use or release of
toxic substances; minimize risks of the discharge of pollutants into the environment;
minimize the toxicity of packaging; protect public health and the environment, including
children; and embody pollution prevention and sustainable production.”



We strongly support the inclusion of all the chemicals identified in the revised
recommendation, including the references to chemicals found in the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Waste Minimization Priority List, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services National Toxicology Program Report on Carcinogens, List of
Chemicals Known and Reasonably Anticipated to be Human Carcinogens, and the EPA
in Action Plans being implemented under TSCA.

Patti Wood and Anne Rabe plan to attend the October 14" EO 4 Sustainability and
Green Procurement Subcommittee meeting. We would appreciate receiving information
on the location of the meeting and the meeting format and agenda.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Lois Gibbs, Executive Director

Anne Rabe, Campaign Coordinator
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