
Meeting Summary of the Interagency Committee on Sustainability and Green Procurement 
(“Committee”) – October 10, 2008 – Meeting Seven 

Reports from Subcommittees
 Reporting Sub-Committee (“Reporting”) 

 Under Executive Order 4 (EO 4), the reporting format plan must be completed by 
December 1st.  The proposal must be completed by March 1st.  

 The Committee co-Chairs, Commissioner Grannis from the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) and Commissioner Egan from the New York State 
Office of General Services (OGS) will receive all reports submitted by agencies 
covered under EO 4. 

 Reporting will give a presentation at the next Committee meeting. 
 Sustainability Sub-Committee (“Sustainability”) 

 More Sustainability members are becoming comfortable with the Google Wiki 
(“wiki”). 

 The American Bar Association has confirmed that the only time a legal document has 
to be printed one-sided is when it is a final document.  

 Sustainability anticipates using the wiki for at least another month. 
 Procurement Sub-Committee (“Procurement”) 

 Procurement is currently focusing on Phase I procurement specifications.   
 By December 1st, OGS will have specs for 36 items in three categories - some of 

which may be made available under contracts.  On one contract alone, OGS has saved 
approximately $250 million over a three year period (based on the contract price).   

 Members from Procurement and OGS who attended the Massachusetts 
Environmentally Preferable Products conference spoke with several people who 
have already gone through processes similar to those in EO 4.  

 Market research will play a critical role in reaching the Committee’s goals.  
 Procurement is also discussing a way to evaluate the costs of the “green” products.  

“Green” products should be used to the greatest extent practicable. 
 Training Sub-Committee (“Training”) - Presentation 

 Training presented the Sustainability and Green Procurement Coordinator 
(“Coordinator”) Welcome Packet (“Packet”) to the Committee.  The Packet outlines 
items Coordinators need to start doing and thinking about now.   

 The Packet will be sent to the Coordinators electronically; along with a letter from the 
Committee co-chairs.  The email will provide a list of contacts and Coordinators, along 
with a link to the online version of the Packet – which will also be available to the 
general public.  The final version of the packet will be presented for approval at the 
next Committee meeting.   

 There will be frequent communication between Training and the Coordinators. 
 Training’s future goals include the development of paper reduction strategies; priorities 

for the next informational package; finding free resources within New York to develop 
videos, presentations and tools; and providing tools that can be “reused again and 
again.” 

 Tools created by Training will be made as publically available as possible. 
Next Steps 

 A date for the first Sustainability and Green Procurement Advisory Council 
(“Council”) meeting will be scheduled by the Committee.  Items for the agenda will be 
discussed at the next Committee meeting. 

 The next Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 4, 2008 from 1:00 – 
3:00 pm on the 41st floor of the Corning Tower in Conference Room A. 
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