To: 
Elizabeth Meer and Howard Zwickel, Co-chairs

Executive Order No. 4 Interagency Committee on Sustainability and Green Procurement 
From: Walter Simpson, Chair, E.O. 4 Advisory Council

Re: 
Recommendation on a Green Procurement Chemical Avoidance List 

Date: 
September 24, 2009
At its last meeting on May 19th, the Executive Order No. 4 Advisory Council endorsed the attached recommendation for a Green Procurement Chemical Avoidance List which I am hereby forwarding to you.

The recommendation was passed by the Advisory Council by majority vote with members Scott Case, Roger Cook, Karen Miller, Anne Rabe, Patti Wood, and myself supporting the measure at the May meeting and Council members Tyler Elm, Roshan Jachuck, and Eileen Millet adding their support since then.  Advisory Council member Steve Rosario opposed the recommendation and provided a dissenting opinion which is also attached.  
While Mr. Rosario questions the Advisory Council process leading up to and following the decision by a majority of Advisory Council members to support this recommendation, I can assure the Interagency Committee that the process was fair and transparent.  While Mr. Rosario would have liked a longer debate, a Council majority felt ready to act on the recommendation and that led to the vote at the May meeting.  Mr. Rosario had an opportunity to raise his concerns and make the points he does in his dissenting opinion during our discussion of the recommendation at the May meeting as well as at an August 31st meeting which I arranged with leaders of the Interagency Committee.  In his dissenting statement, Mr. Rosario mentions that he did not know about a follow-up meeting between some members of the Advisory Council and staff from the Office of General Services to consider possible minor edits to the recommendation.  Had he not walked out on the last few minutes of the May 19th Advisory Council meeting when it was apparent the vote was not going his way, he would have been aware of that planned discussion with OGS staff.  These matters are recorded in the meeting minutes.  
The Council welcomes any questions the Committee may have regarding the recommendation or the chemicals avoidance list, and in particular offers its collective expertise to the Committee as they develop product specifications with the list in mind. Please let us know how we can be of most assistance.  Thank you.
c.c. Members of the E.O. 4 Advisory Council
